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CHAPTER II.
Matters political.

BEFORE we return to Booth, we will relate a scene in
which Dr. Harrison was concerned.

This good man, while in the country, happened to be
in the neighbourhood of a nobleman of his acquaintance,
and whom he knew to have very considerable interest
with the ministers at that time.

The doctor, who was very well known to this noble-
man, took this opportunity of paying him a visit, in order
to recommend poor Booth to his favour. Nor did he
much doubt of his success, the favour he was to ask
being a very small one, and to which he thought the
service of Booth gave him so just a title.

The doctor's name soon gained him an admission to
the presence of this great man, who, indeed, received him
with much courtesy and politeness; not so much perhaps
from any particular regard to the sacred function, nor
from any respect to the doctor's personal merit, as from
some considerations which the reader will perhaps guess
anon. After many ceremonials, and some previous dis-
course on different subjects, the doctor opened the busi-
ness, and told the great man, that he was come to him to
solicit a favour-for a young gentleman who had been an
officer in the armyT and was now on half-pay. * All the
1 favour I ask, my lord,' said he, 4 is, that this gentle-
4 man may be again admitted ad eundem. I am con-
1 vinced your lordship will do me the justice to think I
1 would not ask for a worthless person; but, indeed, the
4 young man I mean hath very extraordinary merit. He
4 was at the siege of Gibraltar, in which he behaved with